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Welcome to the June edition of the West Midlands Regional Newsletter.  

The year appears to be whizzing by, which means dates for your diary are 
approaching thick and fast! One notable date that you may wish to keep 
free is the 10th -11th September, as this will house the West Midlands  Re-
gional Closed Championships 2011. The venue and times are yet to be 
confirmed, but please keep the date free should you wish to enter the 
event. It is one of the most eagerly awaited squash competitions in the 
tournament calendar, so get your entries in early. Anybody wanting an en-
try form, please e-mail me at                                                                     
natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com, though these will be is-
sued to all on the West Midlands distribution list.  

In terms of record-breaking competitions and 
earth-shattering news, the West Midlands has 
experienced a relatively quiet month for once. 
There is some non-related squash news that 
may be of interest to some readers. Our very 
own Regional Administrator has graced the 
hallowed Wembley turf.... And won!!  It  is al-
ways nice to get some background information 
on our staff here at  the West Midlands Re-
gional Office, so here is your first taster on a 
new monthly initiative that aims to help you 

óMeet the West Midlands Teamô. I hope you will enjoy learning more about 
your Regional Team. We are aiming to create an approachable working 
environment ,and it is hoped that this initiative in the newsletter will help 
improve the communication between regional staff and the squash commu-
nity. For an in-depth profile on each staff member, please be sure to read 
next monthôs edition! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Schoolõs out and Sportõs IN!  

Donôt miss out on the opportunity for FREE squash coaching sessions. Visit 
your local Asda store NOW for your free sports vouchers! 



 
 
Emphatic England Success at European Championships  

 
England have claimed the U15 and U17 European Team 
titles ï for the fifth time in a row. The U15ôs faced France in 
their final whilst the U17 final was against first-time finalists 
the Czech Republic. 
U15 Final: England 3 -0 France  
 
Adam Turner 3-2 Adrien Grondin 12/10, 11/5, 10/12, 6/11, 
11/6  
Lucy Beecroft 3-1 Marion Adriamifidy 12/10, 15/13, 6/11, 
11/4 
James Peach 2-0 Mathias Grondin 11-7, 11/7 

 
 
U17: Final England 2 -1 Czech Republic  
 
Olly Holland 3-0 Martin Svec 11/8, 11/6, 11/4  
Victoria Temple-Murray 1-3 Kristyna Alexova 7/11, 7/11, 11/7, 9/11  
Matt Sidaway 3-0 Jan Ryber 11/7, 11/6, 11/2 
 
The favourites faced second seeds France in the U15 final. England debutant Adam Turner survived a 
five-game battle against Adrien Grondin in the opening match, winning 12-10, 11-5, 10-12, 6-11, 11-6 
to put the defending champions ahead. British U15 champion Lucy Beecroft then clinched victory by 
beating Marion Andriamifidy 12-10, 15-13, 6-11, 11-4. In the best-of-three ódead rubberô, James Peach 
beat Adrienôs twin brother Mathias Grondin 11-7, 11-7 to give England a 3/0 victory. 
 
Top seeds England also faced the No2 seeds in the U17 final ï Czech Republic celebrating their first 
time in the final. In his fourth successive European junior championships appearance for his country, 
Nottinghamôs Oliver Holland defeated Martin Svec 11-8, 11-6, 11-2 to put England ahead. 
But the Czechs fought back when Kristina Alexova beat the top English girl Victoria Temple-Murray 11
-7, 11-7, 7-11, 11-9 to draw level. However, Matthew Sidaway restored Englandôs pride with a confi-
dent 11-7, 11-6, 11-2 victory over Jan Ryba to keep the trophy in English hands. 
 
England Junior High Performance Coach Fiona Geaves was delighted with her playersô success: "Iôm 
so pleased that weôve retained the titles ï the team has worked 
so hard and the spirit amongst the group has been excellent. It 
was a little tense during both finals but full credit to the players 
for their professionalism and commitment to bring both titles 
home! Itôs fantastic for England Squash & Racketball to have a 
clean sweep of all European titles from U15 through to senior 
level,ò added the former world No5. Wales were surprise bronze 
medal winners in both events, defeating third seeds Switzerland 
in the U17 play-off. Congratulations on your fantastic achieve-
ments from the West Midlands team!  

Fred Willis: Tributes Paid  

It is with great sadness that England Squash & Racketball learned of the passing of Yorkshire 
Evening Post squash writer Fred Willis. 

Jim Lord, Operations Director at ESR said "Fredôs contribution to squash over 
the years has been incredible. ESR awarded Fred an Outstanding Contribu-
tion to Squash award at the National Championships in 2009. Malcolm Will-
strop presented Fred with his very well deserved award in recognition for his 
long serving support of squash in England. 
 
ñFred will be greatly missed by all involved in squash especially in his native 
Yorkshire where many of us relied on Fred to accurately report on matches 
and events throughout the county and beyond.ò 



 

Squash Level One Course in the West Midlands!  

Interested in helping to develop your own understanding of squash whilst poten-
tially nurturing the development of the future generation of the game?! The wait 
ends hereðsign up for a Level One course NOW! Shrewsbury School Squash 
Club provides the perfect setting to get you on the pathway to coaching success. 
So complete the application form at the end of this newsletter, send it off and 
begin your coaching career!  
 
Date: Sunday 17th July & Sunday 14th August 2011 
Time: 9 00am 
Location: Shrewsbury School Squash Club, Shrewsbury School, The Schools, Shrewsbury, SY3 7BA 
Course Title: UK CC Level One Certificate in Coaching Squash 
Cost: £195 plus £15 Coaching Membership  
For further information and to apply online please visit :  
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/find/courses/81 
 
 

Double Date with a Squash Star?  

Shrewsbury Squash & Racketball Club has another date for your diary that you may not want to miss! 
A local hero ranked 23rd in the world, Jonathan Kemp will be returning to his adopted County  in 
Shropshire to take part in an Exhibition match  against an opponent yet to be revealed. The social 
event at the club will include challenge matches, racketball games and exhibition matches followed by 
an evening of entertainment to socialise with other squash enthusiasts. Saturday 9th July is one that 
you will be mad to miss.  

THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN!   

  
Official logo launched  

With the first glimpse of the official logo for the 11
th
 World Masters 

Squash Championships the countdown has begun to one of the biggest 
squash events in the calendar. The Championships are to be held between 20-27 July at the pres-
tigious Edgbaston Priory Club and Birmingham University in Birmingham, England. 

Entries will open at the end of this month ï so make sure you donôt miss out on any of the latest 
news and information by visiting the official event website www.squashworldmasters.com where 
you can register to receive regular updates. 

It is the first time that the championships have returned to England since 1999 when Sheffield 
played host.  Masters squash has developed considerably since then and we look forward to wel-
coming up to 1000 of the best masters players from around the world to participate and celebrate 
our great sport. 

A fantastic social programme is planned starting with an Opening Ceremony in the University of 
Birminghamôs wonderful Great Hall.  Eight days later the championships will close with a Champi-
onship Dinner at Birminghamôs International Convention Centre. 

Please get in touch if you are entering the event and let us know how your preparation is going and 
why youôre looking forward to taking part in the 2012 World Squash Masters.  We want to feature 
as many players as possible in the run up to the event so please drop us a line at:  
worldmasters@englandsquashandracketball.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be  in with a chance of winning this once in a lifetime prize activate or join today!  
 
10 runners up will also receive a signed racket and bag and of course all activated members will re-
ceive a wealth of membership benefits, including 20% off a Squash TV discount, up to 50% off theme 
parks such as Alton Towers, Squash Player Magazine, 50% off total squash subscriptions and 10% off 
purchases at sportsdiscout.com  
 
To activate your membership visit www.englandsquashandracketball.com  click the activate button 
and follow the onscreen instructions. If youôre not already a member itôs easy to get involved.  ESR 
offers an online pay and play membership for adults and juniors through the website. 
 

Priced at just £10 for adults and £5 for juniors (U19), pay and play members receive all the benefits of 
club members through the online member portal.  To join today visit  
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/membership_types  and your membership will be auto-
matically activated. 
 

The closing date for activated members is 20
th
 August and winners will be announced in the August 

newsletter at the end of the month so watch this space and good luck! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DEADLINE APPROACHING  

 

. 

Funding Opportunities  

The Sportivate programme will give young people aged between 14 and 25 the chance to receive 
six weeks of coaching in a sport of their choice. 
It is aimed at young people who are not currently doing enough physical activity in their own time 
ï and will support them to continue playing sport in their community after the six weeks is up. 
Sportivate programmes will be highly affordable , with a wide choice of sports on offer, right 
across the country at the time of life when many people drop out of sport. 
The programme will be run through the County Sport Partnership network and your first step 
should be to contact your CSP and express your interest in holding a Sportivate programme. They 
will be able to advise further on exactly how the programme will be administered in their individual 
county. 
Your CSP can be found at:  
www.cspnetwork.org/en?t=/network/account/index&action=category&cid=1211974549069  
If you arenôt sure about how to approach your CSP, contact your England Squash & Racketball 
Regional Administrator on 0121 415 8354!  
The benefits to your club could be huge, this is a great way to attract new members! 

DONôT WASTE TIME THINKING ABOUT IT, JUST DO IT!!!!!  
Next Deadline = September *  

*Please note deadlines may be slightly different from 
County to County so please check first.  

Refuel  
These days órefuelingô can 
cost an arm and a leg but, 
thanks to the fine people at 
Mars, there is a way to turn 
the tables and end up with 
£500 for your club!  
The idea is very simple: Com-
plete the incredibly straightfor-
ward application form on-line 
and sit back to see if you 
have won!  
Money can go towards an 

individual or a club and can pay for just about any-
thing that will help people óplay longerô!  
Everybody reading this Update should put an ap-
plication in, this is too good an opportunity to miss!  
Go to www.marsrefuel.com for more information 
and to apply!  

Lucoade Free 60  
Fancy getting an 
influx of young, keen 
enthusiastic people 
through the doors of your club? Why 
not sign up to Lucozadeôs Free 60 cam-
paign, which offers free coaching to 
those aged 16-34 with every bottle of 
Lucozade Sport purchased. You may 
wish to tie this into your club night, of-
fering the consumer a fun, sociable and 
enjoyable squash experience whilst 
also portraying a bustling, vibrant im-
age of your club? It may even lead to 
membership sign-ups! For more infor-
mation, please contact 
ians@inspireemail.co.uk .  

Sport England Inspired Facilities  
The Inspired Facilities Fund is still due to launch this summer. The 
fund will offer grants of between £25,000 and £150,000 towards pro-
jects that can prove a local need for a facility to be modernised, ex-
tended or modified to open up new sporting opportunities. Inspired Fa-
cilities aims to fund up to 1,000 local sports facilities. For more informa-
tion, please go to:  
http://www.sportengland.org/media_centre/press_releases/places_people_play/places.aspx? 
dm_i=AXF,AVAM,2C2RVI,U2H8,1  



Clubs ñActivate Your Memberships!  

Clubsðdo your part for England Squash & Racketball and get those memberships activated!! Improve 
your membership total by 30 members this month and receive a Mini-Squash bag for the junior section 
of your club, worth £400! Get those memberships activated NOW and do not miss out on this fantastic 
yet simple way to get your hands on some superb equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activate Your Membership!  

1. Log on to www.englandsquashandracketball.com 
 

2. Click óActivate on the right hand side of the page 
 

3.  Fill in your details 
 

4.  Congratulations! Your membership has been activated, and you 
will receive access to some fantastic exclusive offers as well as receive 

quarterly the Squash Player Magazine. 
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Regional Academies  - Have Your Say!  

 
A questionnaire has recently been held across the country in order to establish the views and opin-
ions of parents with regards to the Regional Academy Programme. It is intended that the re-
sponses of parents and guardians will then be taken into consideration when planning the forth-
coming Regional Academy Programme. Please see below an analysis  
of the responses that were received. If you would like to complete a questionnaire, please e-mail 
natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com and I shall send over a questionnaire. All re-
sponses are most welcome! 

 
Quantity  
General consensus seems to be that parents are satisfied with the quantity of RAs throughout the 
season. However, due to the increased opportunity for players to be playing with and amongst 
those of a similar ability, many parents would like the number of academies increased. Fortunately, 
this point has been addressed with the recent re-format of the forthcoming RA programme, with 5 
RAs proposed as oppose to last yearôs 4.  
 
Venue 
After conducting the questionnaire in the West Midlands and East regions, the general feeling that 
parents would like the RAs to take place at the venue closest to the county which accommodates 
the majority of players. For example, in the West Midlands there is an imbalance on the number of 
players from each County so the majority of parents would like RAs to take place in these ótalent 
spotsô. 
 
Scheduling  
Scheduling appears to be the area that most parents would like to change, particularly for those 
players who play in the U17/U19 age groups. This is the area that most regions have struggled to 
attract high numbers in, and parents cite exams and other academic/sporting commitments as the 
reason for being unable to attend. I understand that dates have already been set, but parents can 
be directed to the competition calendar on the ESR website:  
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/competitions?page=2&path=%2Fcompetitions .  
 
Communication  
According to the questionnaire responses, communication from ESR is the area that parents are 
most satisfied with in the regions analysed. It seems from parentôs comments that advanced notice 
is key to their childôs attendance to the RAs. In the West Midlands, I intend on accounting for this 
by sending out a performance calendar at the beginning of the RA season, and a monthôs notice 
when sending out invites. 

Regional Closed Championships 2011  

 
Ladies and gentleman, the date has finally been announced for one of the most competitive, highly 
anticipated dates on the junior  squash calendar. The Regional Closed Championships 2011 will be 
taking place on the 10th-11th September 2011, with the venue yet to be confirmed. Those players on 
the West Midlands Regional database will automatically be sent an entry form via e-mail. However, if 
there are players out there that are unsure as to whether they are on the distribution list but would like 
to be involved in the Championships, please e-mail me at  
natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com and I shall ensure that an entry form is sent to you.   



West Midlands Regional Office  
 
Tel : 0121 415 8354 
 
 
Regional Administrator  
Natalie Wilcox  
Office - 0121 415 8354 
Email - nata-
lie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com 
Website  
www.englandsquashandracketball.com 

 
 

County Associations  
 
Shropshire Squash and Racketball 
Website - 
www.shropshiresquashandracketball.org 
 
Warwickshire Squash Racquets Association  
Website - www.warwickshiresquash.org 
 
Worcestershire Squash and Racketball  
Association 
Website - www.wsraonline.co.uk 

We hope you have enjoyed reading the West  Midlands Regional Newsletter and would gladly wel-
come any feedback you may have. 

Additionally if you have a story or an event that you need promoting in next months newsletter, feel 
free to send them to natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com before the 

 22nd of each month 

Visit our website for news on coaching courses 
and other relevant squash and racketball  

Information, both in your  
Region and Nationally!!! 

www.englandsquashandracketball.com  

Follow us Online  

www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball 

www.twitter.com/englandsr 

Click Here 

County Sport Partnerships  
 
Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent 
(SASSOT) 
Website - www.sportacrossstaffordshire.co.uk 
 
Shropshire (Energize) 
Website -  
www.shropshiretelfordwrekinsportspartnership.or
g.uk 
 
Sports Partnerships Herefordshire and Worces-
tershire 
Website - www.morethansport.com  
 
Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire 
Website - www.cswsport.org.uk 
 
The Black Country 
Website - www.blackcountryconsortium.co.uk 
 
Birmingham Sport 
Website - www.birmingham-sport.org.uk 
 

http://www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball
http://twitter.com/englandsr
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Barnt Green Squash Club 
         B45 8LR 
 
Date: Monday 25 July -Thursday 28 July 
  Monday 1 August - Thursday 4 August 
  Monday 22 August -Thursday 25 August 
   
 
Time: 10.00amð15-00pm 
 
Catering: Please bring a packed lunch & drinks. 
 
Cost: £10 

All abilities welcome! Come along and 

have fun, develop new skills and improve 

your fitness!  

 

Sessions will include fitness, technical work and 

games.  

 
For further  information please contact Bett Dryhurst on  

01527 876391 or 07973273523 






