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Welcome to the July edition of the West Midlands Regional Newsletter. 

July has been a significant month in the West Midlands. Entries are now 
open for the most eagerly awaited regional junior competition on the 
squash circuit—the West Midlands Regional Closed Championships 2011. 
The West Midlands received a record number of entries to last year’s 
event, where over 70 juniors participated. It would be fantastic if we could 
meet, or even beat that target. Edgbaston Priory Club will provide the per-
fect backdrop for such an important event, providing world-class facilities 
for both players and spectators alike. Following the magnificent perform-
ance of the West Midlands Regional Squad at the recent Regional Champi-
onships, this is a fantastic opportunity to push on and make a positive start 
to the season. The West Midlands Regional Closed Championships is 
scheduled for the 10th -11th September.  However, the deadline for entry 
is fast approaching. Get your entries in by WEDNESDAY 24th AUGUST to 
ensure your place at the competition. Entries received after this deadline 
will not be accepted. For more details on the event and to apply, please 
follow the link below NOW! 

http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/news/west-midlands-regional
-closed-championships-2011 

I am pleased to report more positive news in the West Midlands! The va-
cant West Midlands Regional Manager role has now been advertised. Eng-
land Squash & Racketball are hoping to fill this position shortly, so there is 
an expectation that the Regional Manager should be in post during Sep-
tember. Thank you for your patience during this time. Further announce-
ments in the August edition will hopefully be revealed!  

Natalie WilcoxñRegional Administrator  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

Sportivate is a funding initiative by Sport England as part of Places People 
Play, the mass participation legacy plans unveiled with the government 
in relation to the London 2012 Olympics. Why not apply to your local CSP 
now and really benefit your club and your community? It may be an idea to 
link the 6 weeks of coaching on offer with your weekly club night, ensuring 
the customer has a positive, social experience of squash whilst you gener-
ate numbers through the door and promote a lively, energetic image of your 
club.  

Applications for Sportivate funding are made directly to your local CSP. 
However, I can offer some assistance in writing your application should 
you require this. Please visit  your local County Sports Partnership web-
site for further information. Contact details can be found on page 7.  



World Series British Grand Prix makes it to the Midlands!  

Wolverhampton Lawn Tennis and Squash Club will, for the second year, host the 
qualification rounds for the PSA sanctioned World Series British Grand Prix. Last 
year had prize money of a massive $75000 and this year is up to $115000. This 
means that more top players will be in the main competition than last year and that 
the qualification rounds will be even stronger. The event will be held on Friday 
16th and Saturday 17th September, with a total of 16 games of high class squash 
in all. The last eight players from the 32 qualifiers will join the main competition in 
Manchester. Final details of the entries will not be known until nearer the closing 

date in late August but there will be an update available in the first few days of that month. A fantastic 
eight local players are eligible to take part  in the competition entry rounds, with four of them being 
based from the Wolverhampton club. Regional Coach Darren Lewis will be joined by touring profession-
als Andrew and Richard Birks and England Under 19 number 11 Oliver Mapp. Entry to this exciting 
event  for spectators is free, and there will be a bar and restaurant service available on both days while 
the tournament is running, ensuring that a perfect setting is provided that mirrors the quality of this 
event.  

Warwickshire Wonders ñNominate your local star now!  

Nominations are now open for this year’s Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire’s Sport Awards Night 
2011. This prestigious event recognises the sporting successes of the region’s talented sports young-
sters, attracting nominations from a wide range of sporting categories. It would be fantastic to get a 
squash star amongst the names of past winners. If you know of any talented young squash starlets that 
have made outstanding achievements this year, such as selecting and performing at the Regional 
Championships 2011, nominate them NOW and get their successes recognised. To nominate, please 
visit  www.cswsportsawards.com.   

DONõT MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE 

 INSPIRED AND MOTIVATED TO COACH!  

Following a hugely successful inaugural coaching convention, 
England Squash & Racketball (ESR) returns to Lilleshall National 
Sports Centre on December 19/20 2011 for the second Coaching 
Conference in association with Tecnifibre International. The 2011 
agenda promises to deliver informative, varied and original perspective on coaching practices, theories 
and methodology and includes keynotes and seminars from the English Institute of Sport, ESR Coach-
ing & Performance Team and Team England players. The evening dinner will incorporate the ESR 
Coaching Awards, an initiative designed to acknowledge, thank and reward Squash and Racketball 
coaches across the country for their dedication, innovation and coaching achievements. Live music will 
entertain following dinner. The 2011 cost remains at £230.00 per delegate (includes: one night’s bed 
and breakfast twin accommodation (December 19 2011), lunches, conference dinner, refreshments 
and conference resources). An early bird discount of £30.00 per delegate applies to all completed 
bookings received before August 31 2011. Applications and payment received after this date will be 
charged the full delegate rate. Spaces at the conference are limited, please book early to avoid disap-
pointment. To receive a coaching conference application, please contact the ESR Coaching & Per-
formance Department – 0161 438 4318 alternatively 
louise.pickford@englandsquashandracketball.com The ESR Coaching Conference is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to witness the current methods and approach utilised by the ESR Coaching & Performance 
Team and to share and discuss your own experiences, practices and philosophies. 
 

Evening Entertainment - The One Man Banned Rhythm ónô Blues Review 
The One Man Banned Rhythm ‘n’ Blues Review is a musical journey through the 
1950’s, 60’s, 70’s and beyond showcasing a selection of classic Rock and Roll, R 
& B, Blues, Soul and Rock songs from arguably the most influential decades in 
musical history!!!The One Man Banned Rhythm ‘n’ Blues Review is a one man 
show with live vocals and lead guitar supported by authentic backing tracks 
(recorded live in studio). The show is guaranteed to get the place rocking!!!Staff 
Murray has played alongside many Rock and Roll icons over the years (Imelda 
May, Chris Farlow, Shakin Stevens, Steve Gibbons to name a few) and for this 
gig will feature special guest Paul Farr (recorded with Tom Jones, Van Morrison, 

Sylvan Richardson and many more). Paul is renowned to be one of the finest live Blues / Jazz guitar-
ists in the UK.  
 

mailto:louise.pickford@englandsquashandracketball.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding Opportunities  

On the 18th July, full details, including how to apply, will be available on the Sport England  
website: http://www.sportengland.org . To help raise awareness of this fund, and for help with applica-
tions, Sport England are running a series of workshops across the country. A date for your diary is the 
28th July, where the West Midlands workshop will take place in Walsall. To book your place on this 
workshop, please e-mail workshops@sportengland.org now to guarantee your place! 

Mars Refuel  

The fantastic Mars Refuel campaign is still running and can offer up to £500 
for your club! The idea is very simple, complete the incredibly straightforward 
application form on-line and sit back to see if you have won! Money can go 
towards an individual or a club and can pay for just about anything that will 
help people „play longer!͍ Everybody reading this Update should put an appli-
cation in, this is too good an opportunity to miss! Go to www.marsrefuel.com 
for more information and to apply!  

Team Donations  

Team Donations is a new way for sports clubs to raise money in an easy 
and up to the minute way! Team donations works in a very similar way to 
Just Giving or Virgin Money Giving, its free to use, easy to set up and provides your club with its own 
fundraising webpage. For more information please contact info@teamdonations.co.uk or visit 
www.teamdonations.co.uk  

Beat the Tax Man!  

There are three good ways for squash clubs to beat the tax man - with a 
big stick, with a squash racket or by becoming a Community Amateur 
Sports Club (CASC)! The CASC programme has been around for 10 
years and they have recently celebrated their 10th anniversary by signing 
up their 6000th club! Collectively, these CASC clubs have saved over 

£10,000,000 through a variety of associated benefits! It is important to note that CASC status is 
not suitable for every club, indeed some clubs may not be eligible, but the potential benefits are 
huge and there is a limitless amount of money that can be raised. Full details are available on 
the excellent CASC Info website - www.cascinfo.co.uk  



 
 
Educate your coaches in Shropshire!  

 

Shropshire Council has 
recently released its 
Coach Education course 
dates for the coming 
months. The courses 
may be of particular in-
terest to you if you are a 
club trying to attain Club-
mark status, a coach 
looking to progress onto 
higher courses, or an 
individual merely looking 
to develop your own 
knowledge base. The 
courses are open to all, 
and, at only £25 a 
course, are a real bar-

gain with great potential to develop your coaching 
knowledge and awareness. If you are interested in any 
of the courses, please contact leisure services:  
E: leisure@shropshire.gov.uk 
T: 01743 255 071  
 

Bargain Bonanza at British Grand Prix!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

England Squash & Racketball in partnership with event promoters internationalSPORTgroup are 
pleased to offer all ESR members an exclusive 20% discount off for all quarter-final, semi-final and 
final tickets for the ROWE British Grand Prix Squash Championships to be staged in Manchester from 
the 19th to 25th September. 
  
The ROWE British Grand Prix – Manchester 2011 is the biggest PSA World Series event to be staged 
in the UK and will see all of the world's top ranked men's players battle it out for Europe's largest prize 
money and most prestigious title – the star studded player line-up will include England’s World No.1 & 
World Champion Nick Matthew; Ramy Ashour, Amr Shabana and Karim Darwish of Egypt; Gregory 
Gaultier and Thierry Lincou of France; David Palmer and Cameron Pilley of Australia, alongside other 
English challengers James Willstrop, Peter Barker, Adrian Grant, Alister Walker and recently crowned 
British National Champion Daryl Selby. 
  
All matches will be played on the all-glass show court and with the championships gaining in popular-
ity and attracting bigger attendances, don't miss out on these exclusive ticket offers which are subject 
to availability until the 31st July – please note that these offers are only available to England Squash & 
Racketball members by calling iSPORTticketing on 0844 8797 949. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be  in with a chance of winning this once in a lifetime prize activate or join today! 
 
10 runners up will also receive a signed racket and bag and of course all activated members will re-
ceive a wealth of membership benefits, including 20% off a Squash TV discount, up to 50% off theme 
parks such as Alton Towers, Squash Player Magazine, 50% off total squash subscriptions and 10% off 
purchases at sportsdiscout.com  
 
To activate your membership visit www.englandsquashandracketball.com  click the activate button 
and follow the onscreen instructions. If you’re not already a member it’s easy to get involved.  ESR 
offers an online pay and play membership for adults and juniors through the website. 
 

Priced at just £10 for adults and £5 for juniors (U19), pay and play members receive all the benefits of 
club members through the online member portal.  To join today visit  
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/membership_types  and your membership will be auto-
matically activated. 
 

The closing date for activated members is 20
th
 August and winners will be announced in the August 

newsletter at the end of the month so watch this space and good luck! 



Clubs ñActivate Your Memberships!  

Clubs—do your part for England Squash & Racketball and get those memberships activated!! Improve 
your membership total by 30 members this month and receive a Mini-Squash bag for the junior section 
of your club, worth £400! No club managed to achieve this last month, so I shall run the competition 
again this month to give that final opportunity to win some great equipment for your club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activate Your Membership!  

1. Log on to www.englandsquashandracketball.com 
 

2. Click ‘Activate on the right hand side of the page 
 

3.  Fill in your details 
 

4.  Congratulations! Your membership has been activated, and you 
will receive access to some fantastic exclusive offers as well as receive 

quarterly the Squash Player Magazine. 
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West Midlands Regional Office 
 
Tel : 0121 415 8354 
 
 
Regional Administrator 
Natalie Wilcox 
Office - 0121 415 8354 
Email - nata-
lie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com 
Website 
www.englandsquashandracketball.com 

 
 

County Associations 
 
Shropshire Squash and Racketball 
Website - 
www.shropshiresquashandracketball.org 
 
Warwickshire Squash Racquets Association  
Website - www.warwickshiresquash.org 
 
Worcestershire Squash and Racketball  
Association 
Website - www.wsraonline.co.uk 

We hope you have enjoyed reading the West  Midlands Regional Newsletter and would gladly wel-
come any feedback you may have. 

Additionally if you have a story or an event that you need promoting in next months newsletter, feel 
free to send them to natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com before the 

 22nd of each month 

Visit our website for news on coaching courses 
and other relevant squash and racketball  

Information, both in your  
Region and Nationally!!! 

www.englandsquashandracketball.com  

Follow us Online  

www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball 

www.twitter.com/englandsr 

Click Here 

County Sport Partnerships 
 
Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent 
(SASSOT) 
Website - www.sportacrossstaffordshire.co.uk 
 
Shropshire (Energize) 
Website -  
www.shropshiretelfordwrekinsportspartnership.or
g.uk 
 
Sports Partnerships Herefordshire and Worces-
tershire 
Website - www.morethansport.com  
 
Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire 
Website - www.cswsport.org.uk 
 
The Black Country 
Website - www.blackcountryconsortium.co.uk 
 
Birmingham Sport 
Website - www.birmingham-sport.org.uk 
 

http://www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball
http://twitter.com/englandsr
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com


The West Midlands Junior Regional Closed will be taking place on 
10thτ11th September 2011 at Edgbaston Priory Club. This Bronze / 
Silver graded event will be open to all West Midlands Juniors, and 
will play host to U11, U13, U15, U17 and U19 categories for both 

boys and girls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To enter the event: Please send your completed entry form, along with 

your £17.50 payment of entry, to:  
Natalie Wilcox ESR Munrow Centre University of Birmingham Edgbaston B15 
2TT 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜǉǳŜǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ψ9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ {ǉǳŀǎƘ ϧ wŀŎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΩ 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND ENTRY FORMS TO THE CLUB 

Event Details 
Venue: Edgbaston Priory Club 
Date: 10thτ11th September 
Time: 9.00amτ5.00pm 
Entry Fee: £17.50 including a T-shirt! 
Closing Date: Wednesday 24th August. 
Please note that entries after this date 
will not be accepted. 
All juniors must be ESR members to  
enter.  

Tournament Organiser for the event is Mike Edwards. If you have any que-
ries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact either Mike or West 
Midlands administrator Natalie Wilcox 
Mike Edwards: 07734 559 864 
E-mail: mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com 
Natalie Wilcox: 0121 415 8354 
E-mail:  
natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Stourbridge Lawn Tennis & SquashClub 
 
Date:   Monday 15th August 
   Tuesday 16th August 
   Wednesday 17th August 
   Thursday 1st September 
   Friday 2nd September 
     
  
Time: 10.00am—15-00pm 
 
Catering: Food available at the club, though you 
may want to bring a packed lunch. 

All abilities welcome! Come along and 

have fun, develop new skills and improve 

your fitness!  

 

Sessions will include fitness, technical work and 

games.  

 
For further  information please contact Bett Dryhurst on  

01527 876391 or 07973273523 



Adult Squash Camp @ Edgbaston Priory Club, Birmingham 

 
13

th
 August 2011 

 10am ï 4pm 
 

Coaches: 
Mike Edwards – Edgbaston Priory Head Coach & ESR Level 3 Elite Coach 

Luke Smolinski – Edgbaston Priory Assistant Squash Coach & ESR Level 2 Coach 
 

 Cost:  
£40 for one day 

£25 for half one day 
 

Come to Edgbaston Priory Club this Summer with two elite coaches and have the chance to train with 
better players, in a safe and fun environment 

 
Numbers will be limited so please book early to avoid disappointment 

 
Please bring a packed lunch, or money to buy food and drink from the club 

 
Reply by email – mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com, or please send completed form to 

Mike Edwards, Edgbaston Priory Club, Sir Harry’s Road, Birmingham, B15 2UZ. 
Cheques made payable to ‘Edgbaston Priory Club’ 

If you have any queries please call Mike Edwards on 07734 559864 

Name   

County   

Ranking   

Playing ability   

Contact Telephone No’s.   

Email Address   

mailto:mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com


Squash Camps @ Edgbaston Priory Club, Birmingham 

 
11

th
 & 12

th
 August 2011 

25
th

 & 26
th

 August 2011 
 

 9.30am ï 4.30pm 
 

Coaches: 
Mike Edwards – Edgbaston Priory Head Coach & ESR Level 3 Elite Coach 

Luke Smolinski – Edgbaston Priory Assistant Squash Coach & ESR Level 2 Coach 
 

 Cost:  
£40 for one day 
£70 for 2 days 

 
Come to Edgbaston Priory Club this Summer with two elite coaches and have the chance to train 

with better players, in a safe and fun environment 
 

All players wanting to attend the camps at Edgbaston Priory Club are expected to be of a county 
standard or above (any age) 

 
Numbers will be limited so please book early to avoid disappointment 

 
Accommodation is on offer for players who have to travel 

 
Please bring a packed lunch, or money to buy food and drink from the club 

 
Reply by email – mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com, or please send completed form to 

Mike Edwards, Edgbaston Priory Club, Sir Harry’s Road, Birmingham, B15 2UZ. 
Cheques made payable to ‘Edgbaston Priory Club’ 

If you have any queries please call Mike Edwards on 07734 559864 

Name   

DOB   

County   

Ranking   

Parents Name   

Contact Telephone No’s.   

Email Address   

Days we are attending…   

Return to EDGBASTON PRIORY CLUB, SIR HARRYS ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, B15 2UZ 
Cheques made payable to Edgbaston Priory Club 

mailto:mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com


Adult Racketball Camp @ Edgbaston Priory Club, Birmingham 

 

13th August 2011 

 10am ï 4pm 
 

Coaches: 

Mike Edwards ï Edgbaston Priory Head Squash and Racketball Coach 

Luke Smolinski ï Edgbaston Priory Assistant Squash and Racketball Coach 

 

 Cost:  

£40 for one day 

£25 for half one day 

 

Come to Edgbaston Priory Club this Summer with two elite coaches and have the chance to train with better 

players, in a safe and fun environment 

 

Numbers will be limited so please book early to avoid disappointment 

 

Please bring a packed lunch, or money to buy food and drink from the club 

 

Reply by email ï mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com, or please send completed form to 

Mike Edwards, Edgbaston Priory Club, Sir Harryôs Road, Birmingham, B15 2UZ. 

Cheques made payable to óEdgbaston Priory Clubô 

If you have any queries please call Mike Edwards on 07734 559864 

 

 

Name   

County   

Ranking   

Playing ability   

Contact Telephone No’s.   

Email Address   

mailto:mike.edwards@edgbastonpriory.com



