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Welcome Helen Browne 

Welcome to the  September edition of the West Midlands Regional 

Newsletter. Autumn is now upon on and, whilst the summer sunshine sets 
upon the season opening in the West Midlands, bright days ahead are very 
much expected. As mentioned previously, Helen Browne will begin her 
post on 3rd October. Whilst the time without a manager has been frustrat-
ing for many, there have been some massive successes to come from the 
last few months in the region. The West Midlands Regional Closed Cham-
pionships was, on the whole, very pleasing. We were eight entries short of 
the previous entry record of 70. Considering this was attained with a re-
gional manager, three commissioned coaches and a regional administra-
tor, I feel to fall only eight short was a great achievement. Thank you to all 
those that entered, and for the positive comments following the event. Re-
ports from Darren Lewis suggest that there was a fantastic level of com-
petitive squash being played throughout all categories. More importantly, 
this was played in the correct spirit.  

In the forthcoming months, there are some exciting events that you should 
look out for. Applications for Club of the Year Awards 2011/2012 will be 
available shortly. Please be sure to visit the website regularly for your 
chance to apply. There are some fantastic prizes on offer, but full details of 
these will be confirmed in due course. The Club of the Year Award is an  
initiative that is being re-launched after being stationery for the last few 
years, and we hope that you will fully embrace its reinvention by applying.  

Just as a final note, the Regional Academy Programme is now in full swing, 
with various age categories entering their second Academy of the season. 
Please note that, as a region, we are continually striving to uncover new 
talent, and to recognise the hard work of our squash youngsters. If you feel 
that your child/player deserves an invite to the Regional Academy Pro-
gramme, please e-mail their details to Nata-
lie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com with the reasons why you feel   
they deserve recognition, and this will be passed onto our Academy 
Coaches for consideration. Invites are currently based on the ESR rank-
ings, but there may be places available for youngsters displaying excellent 
potential and commitment to their squash. 

Natalie Wilcox ¹Regional Administrator  
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Ones to Watch:  

Coventry Open Squash Tournament ð 14th/15th/16th October  
 
Warwickshire Junior Grand Prix ð9th October  
 
Squash & Racketball Open Day ðEdgbaston Priory ðSaturday 1st Oc-
tober  
 
Please read on for further details... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squash to Hit the Road in Birmingham Show  

Squash is set for itôs Birmingham road show debut at the forthcoming  Great Birmingham Run. Set at 
Birminghamôs trade mark Victoria Hall, ESR will team up with Birmingham Sport & Physical Activity 

Partnership in a bid to promote the national launch of Sport Makers as 
part of the óPeopleô strand of the Olympic legacy bid óPlaces People Playô. 
The Sport Makers programme, funded by the National Lottery, will recruit 
tens of thousands of new sports volunteers aged 16 years and over to 
organise and lead community sporting activities across the country. Sport 
Makers are the people who directly make sport happen at the local level. 
Some Sport Makers will organise sport for themselves and their friends, 
colleagues and neighbours. Others wonôt be taking part themselves, but 
will be doing all those other things that make the sporting activity possible. 

Everyone who chooses to become a Sport Maker will be invited by their county sports partnership 
(CSP) to come to an inspiring workshop near to where they live or work. Remember ANYONE aged 
over 16 years can apply! ESR will accompany other governing bodies at the launch, promoting squash 
through our ómini-wallô. This is a road show game that does exactly what it says on the tin. The game 
consists of a mini squash wall designed to replicate a traditional squash wall. Two racquets and a ball 
onwards, anyone  can come up and have their first taste of squash. Whether it be a free-hit or a chal-
lenge against your mate, the mini-wall is designed for all. Why not come down to Victoria Hall, Birming-
ham, on the morning of Sunday 23rd October, and be involved in a fantastic sporting occasion at the 
heart of Birmingham? 

Shrewsbury School Squash Takes Off!  

Shrewsbury School has been setting the benchmark for school squash in the Shropshire area of late. 

So much impressive work  has been going on at The Schools, highlighted by the 

return of junior coaching with 21 juniors on court. We look forward to this continu-

ing and rest assured we will continue now right through the Autumn until Christ-

mas on every Saturday at 10am, ending with a club competition and a party on 

17th December. Why not come down and join in the weekly fun at Shrewsbury 

School Squash Club? Congratulations to Connor Tuite and Archie Bates for win-

ning most improved player of the week, and well done to Rebecca Wright for 

making the move up to Improver group. 

 

Referee Recruitment and Training Available this Season  

 
Following last seasonôs successful launch of a funding incentive to county associations for the purpose 
of recruiting new referees,  we would like to thank all of you that took part encouraging and supporting 
your counties. We succeeded in qualifying around 20 new referees, but we still need far more to sup-
port your county associations. I am pleased to advise you that funding will be available again this sea-
son and would request your support in promoting this to all the county associations within your re-
gions.  We have already organised several Training Workshops to take place in September/November, 
but there are still some counties that have not taken any action to help recruit new referees. With your 
help, we aim to provide every county with at least one ESR Referee Training Workshop during 2011/12. 
Please visit the website, www.englandsquashandracketball.com and await further release of related 
information. 
 

Four Oaks ñPhenomenal  

 

Congratulations to Four Oaks Squash Club, who have become the very 
first winners of the Activation Competition. A monthly feature in the last 4 
newsletters, the Activation Competition was derived to increase the 
amount of club members who have activated their memberships. Follow-
ing a massive recent surge by Four Oaks Squash Club, their activated 
member tally has increased dramatically in the last month, making them 
deserved champions and winners of MiniSquash equipment for their 
junior section worth over £400. Please keep your eyes peeled on future newsletters for your chance to 
win equipment for your club in a variety of competitions. My thanks go to all clubs that actively partici-
pated in this competition.  



Excel in Education!  

ESRôs Coaching Department have recently released this brand new list of forthcoming coaching 
courses. Hot off the press, these courses are an excellent way to progress your knowledge and under-
standing of the game. For hopeful or current coaches, enrol on a course now and get the best squash 
and racketball education possible.  Please note that there are still courses 
yet to be confirmed. 

 
 

 
There are still places 
available on some of 
CSW Sportôs forth-
coming workshops-
  click on the title of 
the workshop for fur-
ther particulars or 
download a 
flyer.  Hurry ï first 
come first 
served. CSW Sport 
offer a number of 
workshops which aim 
to support coaches, 
clubs and volunteers 
and which are deliv-
ered by fully accred-
ited tutors.  For details 
of all these workshops 
visit: 
www.cswsport.org.uk/
workshop. .  

Title  Date Venue  Cost  

Funding for 

your Club  

 Download 
Flyer  

6 October 
2011 

Leamington Town Hall 
The Parade 
Leamington Spa 
CV32 4AT 

£16 - £19 

Safeguarding 
& Protecting 

Children  

 Download 
Flyer  

2 November 
2011 

North Warwickshire Borough 
Council 
Council House 
South Street 
Atherstone  CV9 1DE 

£20 - £23 

Inclusive 
Coaching : 

Disability  

Download 
Flyer  

7 November 
2011 

Harris Sports Centre 
Mellish Road, 
Rugby 
CV22 6BB 

£16 - £19 

Safeguarding 
& Protecting 

Children 2  

Download 
Flyer  

8 November 
2011 

Leamington Town Hall 
The Parade 
Leamington Spa 
CV32 4AT 

£16 - £19 

http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/workshop
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/workshop
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=107
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=107
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81214_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81214_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=89
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=89
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=89
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81213_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81213_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=121
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=121
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=121
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81310_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81310_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=111
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=111
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cswsport.org.uk/events-detail.php?ID=111
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81309_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.abstractmrm.net/templateapp/PDFfinal/savefile.aspx?npcompany=CSW%26filename=81309_Equity%2Bin%2BCoaching_lores.pdf


West Midlands Wonders at Regional Closed  

 
The West Midlands Regional Closed Championships has been completed for 2011, and as a whole we 
were pleased with how the event ran. As mentioned on the introduction to this newsletter, entries were 
only eight short of last seasonôs record tally, during a time where the West Midlands workforce was a 
lot stronger in terms of manpower. Whilst it would have been nice to add to last seasonôs record, we 
are more than satisfied that entries reflect the healthy state of junior squash in the West Midlands, pro-
viding a platform for the new Regional Manager to build upon for next seasonôs event. 
  
Perhaps even more  pleasing than the entry level was the actual event itself. I have received some fan-
tastic feedback from both parents and players alike, and also some potential areas on how we can 
make the event even better next season.  
 
Squash Wall of Fame  
 
The overall standard of play at the West Midlands Regional Closed Championships was fantastic, with 
competitive squash being played across all age groups. Please see below for a list of winners. Con-
gratulations to all winners for their outstanding performances. 

 
 

Under 11s  Kiera Marshall Nathan Mead 

Under 13s  Paige Key Joshua Owen 

Under 15s  Harriett Hill Mark Richmond 

Under 17s  Alice Harvey Brian Harvey 

Under 19s  Chloe Pearson Oliver Mapp 

Squash courts under threat, have your say......  

Squash courts are vulnerable in any review of facility provision by local government or in the event of 
any sale of land for development. Many of you will know of courts that have disappeared as the result 
of development. Current Government planning policy fails to protect or consider built sports facilities 
despite their perceived or actual value to the local community. The much debated Planning Policy 
Guidance 17 (PPG17) is under review but will this lead to a new dawn for built facility provision?  
 
England Squash & Racketball are working with The Sport and Recreation Alliance (the umbrella or-
ganisation for the governing and representative bodies of sport and recreation in the UK) to challenge 
the proposed policy. The Government is undertaking a consultation process for a draft National Plan-
ning Policy Framework (NPPF) that would replace PPG17 and a number of other related policy state-
ments. Full documents can be viewed at:  http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/
planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicyframework/  
 
In summary, the Government is pressing ahead with plans to re-prioritise the planning system by en-
couraging more development at the expense of open space and sport and recreation facilities. The 
draft Framework will allow facilities to be built on if the óbenefits outweigh the lossô. This position will 
make open space and facilities vulnerable to óchange of useô applications which could significantly 
increase the cost of land. We want to see greater protection for valuable built facilities by ensuring 
that if a decision is taken to build on a facility a replacement is provided.  
 
What is ESR doing?  
ESR is campaigning with the Sport & Recreation Alliance and written directly to the Department for 
Communities and Local Government to represent our firm views for the protection and provision of 
squash court facilities. 
 
How can you help?  
Raise this issue with your MP by emailing them today via this on line tool. It will only take you a few 
minutes! http://sport-recreation.appspot.com/mp/write 
If you have any problems accessing these documents, or if you have any questions, please contact 

Martin Key (020 7976 3904 or mkey@sportandrecreation.org.uk) 

What should you include in the email?   
As a guide please see an example of letter on page 13 that can be easily adapted. 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicyframework/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicyframework/
http://sport-recreation.appspot.com/mp/write
mailto:mkey@sportandrecreation.org.uk?subject=National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be  in with a chance of winning this once in a lifetime prize activate or join today!  
 
10 runners up will also receive a signed racket and bag and of course all activated members will re-
ceive a wealth of membership benefits, including 20% off a Squash TV discount, up to 50% off theme 
parks such as Alton Towers, Squash Player Magazine, 50% off total squash subscriptions and 10% off 
purchases at sportsdiscout.com. To activate your membership visit 
www.englandsquashandracketball.com  click the activate button and follow the onscreen instructions. 
If youôre not already a member itôs easy to get involved.  ESR offers an online pay and play member-
ship for adults and juniors through the website. 
Priced at just £10 for adults and £5 for juniors (U19), pay and play members receive all the benefits of 
club members through the online member portal.  To join today visit  
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com/membership_types  and your membership will be auto-
matically activated.The closing date for activated members has been extended due to huge interest, 
so please join NOW for the prize of a lifetime! 
 

 

 

 

We are delighted to offer you as an England Squash & Racketball Member an exclusive 20% discount 
on an Annual Pass to Squash TV - PSA's official online video channel. For only £40.00 / $65.00* 
(usual price £50 / $80) you can watch official live streaming from PSA tournaments, featuring the very 
best players on the circuit. Squash TV is a must for all squash fans. 
 
Squash TV broadcasts exclusive live coverage of PSA World series and WISPA tournaments includ-
ing the ROWE British Grand Prix and this yearôs World Open in Rotterdam. As a subscriber to Squash 
TV youôll also have access to: 
 
- Exclusive Highlights & Interviews 
- Selected Full Game Replays ï watch complete games at a time that suits you. 
- A minimum of 12 major tournaments a year with over 250 live matches! 
- High Quality 1MB Flash stream with Ad-free live coverage  
 
Subscribers enjoy live world class squash action featuring the best menôs and womenôs players on the 
planet at the Worldôs premier tournaments. So what are you waiting for?  Simply click here  to activate 
your exclusive 20% discounted subscription and access Squash TV today. 
 

 

Smashed Prices for Squash TV  

http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.psasquashtv.com/page/EnglandSquashAndRacketball?WT.mc_id=esreml
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.psasquashtv.com/page/EnglandSquashAndRacketball?WT.mc_id=esreml
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.psasquashtv.com/page/EnglandSquashAndRacketball?WT.mc_id=esreml
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.psasquashtv.com/page/EnglandSquashAndRacketball?WT.mc_id=esreml
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.psasquashtv.com/page/EnglandSquashAndRacketball?WT.mc_id=esreml


West Midlands Regional Office  
 
Tel : 0121 415 8354 
 
 
Regional Administrator  
Natalie Wilcox  
Office - 0121 415 8354 
Email - nata-
lie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com 
Website  
www.englandsquashandracketball.com 

 
 

County Associations  
 
Shropshire Squash and Racketball 
Website - 
www.shropshiresquashandracketball.org 
 
Warwickshire Squash Racquets Association  
Website - www.warwickshiresquash.org 
 
Worcestershire Squash and Racketball  
Association 
Website - www.wsraonline.co.uk 

We hope you have enjoyed reading the West  Midlands Regional Newsletter and would gladly wel-
come any feedback you may have. 

Additionally if you have a story or an event that you need promoting in next months newsletter, feel 
free to send them to natalie.wilcox@englandsquashandracketball.com before the 

 22nd of each month 

Visit our website for news on coaching courses 
and other relevant squash and racketball  

Information, both in your  
Region and Nationally!!! 

www.englandsquashandracketball.com  

Follow us Online  

www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball 

www.twitter.com/englandsr 

Click Here 

County Sport Partnerships  
 
Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent 
(SASSOT) 
Website - www.sportacrossstaffordshire.co.uk 
 
Shropshire (Energize) 
Website -  
www.shropshiretelfordwrekinsportspartnership.or
g.uk 
 
Sports Partnerships Herefordshire and Worces-
tershire 
Website - www.morethansport.com  
 
Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire 
Website - www.cswsport.org.uk 
 
The Black Country 
Website - www.blackcountryconsortium.co.uk 
 
Birmingham Sport 
Website - www.birmingham-sport.org.uk 
 

http://www.facebook.com/englandsquashandracketball
http://twitter.com/englandsr
http://www.englandsquashandracketball.com










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joanna Brown Trust Sports Grant ï Malvern Hills  
Application form  

  
The Joanna Brown Trust in partnership with MHDC have established the Sports Grant ï 
Malvern Hills, which will enable Malvern Hills based talented young athletes to apply for 
grant funding to support them to achieve their aims and aspirations in sport. Talented ath-
letes can apply for up to £500 . To be eligible for this grant you must be under 18 and live 
at an MHDC Post Code. 
  
Please return all completed Joanna Brown Trust Sports Grant ï Malvern Hills application 
forms by ï Friday 7th October.  
  
Please find an application form and guidance document attached to this email.  
  
For more information visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk 
  
If you are ineligible for the Malvern Hills Grant, then you might be eligible for the following 
grant: 
  

 
 
 
2.      The Joanna Brown Trust Sports Grant ï Worcestershire  

  
Following the success of óThe Joanna Brown Trust Sports Grant ï Malvern Hillsô, The Jo-
anna Brown Trust has now established a grant scheme for the whole of Worcestershire 
(excluding Malvern Hills) 
  
To download application forms for the Worcestershire Grant or for more information, please 
click on the following link http://www.thejoannabrowntrust.org/worcestershire_grant   
  
Please note: Malvern Hills residents cannot apply for this grant (as they will need to apply 
for the Malvern Hills Grant above). 
  
  
All Malvern Hills application forms must be returned by email to 
david.knapper@malvernhills.gov.uk or by post to The Council House, Avenue Road, Mal-
vern, Worcs, WR14 3AF by Friday 7 th October  at the very latest. Application forms re-
ceived after this date will not be included. 
 

http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/leisure-and-culture/sports-and-recreation/talented-athletes/talented-athlete-support-grant.aspx
http://213.83.88.53/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.thejoannabrowntrust.org/worcestershire_grant
mailto:david.knapper@malvernhills.gov.uk




Dear        , 

 

I am deeply concerned by the lack of protection for sport and recreation facilities in the draft National Plan-

ning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

  

At a time when the value of community sports facilities cannot be underestimated this framework fails to pro-

tect them suitably or practically. 

  

There should be a requirement to replace 'like for like' built sports facilities that are valued by the community. 

Also that developers should be obliged to contribute to community sports facilities that 

provide valuable infrastructure. 

  

I would ask you to support the Sport and Recreation Allianceôs proposal that Paragraph 129 of the draft 

framework be improved by the requirement to provide a suitable replacement in the event that existing facilities 

are built on. 

  

If you are in agreement I would ask that you write to the Minister for Decentralisation and Planning, Greg 

Clark MP, to ask how he will ensure sport and recreation facilities are adequately 

protected. 

  

While I support the need to encourage sustainable development I cannot accept that it must be at the expense of 

valuable community facilities which enable physical activity and promote community cohesion. 

 

Yours Sincerely  

 

 

Please note the consultation deadline is the 17th October 2011. 

 

England Squash & Racketball, September 2011 




